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Stemanitis is thin, and breaks to pieces when the sporangium is
mature.  The capillitium is hygroscopic, and the spores are scat-
tered by its movement and
the action of the wind.

The sporangia of the My&>
omycetes are usually very
small, and there is consider-
able variety among them
(Figs. 646-649). Some have
stalks, others do not. In
many the individual sporan-
gia are separate, in others
they coalesce to a greater or
less extent. Usually there is
one sporangium to a stalk,
but there may be more. In
many genera there is no
columeUa.

Life history. The spores
of the Myxomycetes re-
main inactive as long as
they are dry. When placed
under proper conditions,
including sufficient mois-
ture, they germinate (Fig.
650). The contents swell;
the spore wall is ruptured;
and (usually) a single pro-
toplast emerges. This soon
becomes pear-shaped and
develops a single flagellum
at the anterior end. Dur-
ing this stage it is known
as a swarmspore. The
swarmspore may move by
means of its flagellum or
by amoeboid movements.
After a time it loses its flagellum and comes to be like an amoeba.
It is then known as a myxamoeba. The myxamoeba is irregular

FIG. 646. Stemonitis
Center, group of sporangia; left, single
sporangium with peridium intact; right,
capillitium after disappearance of peridium